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A small rural school with a big Christian heart.’

The Collective Worship Policy has been discussed and approved by the Staff and Governors
To be reviewed     July 2019
Religious education deals with the spiritual and moral development of the child. As we are a Church of England school, this development takes place within a Christian framework. We work in partnership with parents and the Church to nurture children in the Christian faith and provide then with the best possible educational opportunities.

Aims

1.   To promote a Christian ethos in the school

2.
To pass on to children the basic teachings of Christianity

3.
To develop the moral and spiritual side of the child

4.
To develop an understanding of the influence of belief, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures

5.
To promote understanding and tolerance of other world faiths
Objectives

RE is delivered both as a subject taught in class and through cross curricular links, which may occur in any subject area. We believe that RE both supports and strengthens what we aim to do in every aspect of school life.  Our caring ethos and the value which we place on the development of the whole child; spiritually, morally, socially, culturally and intellectually is reflected in the RE curriculum that we teach. 
The RE Curriculum 
We follow the Chester Diocesan syllabus for primary schools. This scheme of work is a collection of medium term plans based on 11 Christian theological concepts. Each concept is built on progressively from Reception to Year 6.  Some concepts are linked to the cycle of the Church’s Year: Incarnation, Salvation, Resurrection and Holy Spirit.
The staff of Bridgemere School aim to enable pupils of whatever ability and level of development to fully engage in discussions, investigations and learning opportunities so that they will know about and have some understanding of some of the major world religions. They should have an awareness of the beliefs and practices that are at the heart of many world religions so that they can engage seriously with religion and world views and events.

It is hoped that children

· can recognise and appreciate diversity within communities
· explain their ideas about how beliefs, practices and different forms of expression  influence individuals and their communities
· identify, ask questions, investigate and respond to some of the sources of wisdom found in religions and worldviews; 

· express with increasing discernment their personal reflections and critical responses to questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value, including ethical issues; 
· enquire into what enables different individuals and communities to live together respectfully for the wellbeing of all; 

· develop the confidence to talk about beliefs, values and commitments and explain why they are important in their own and other people’s lives.
Promoting spiritual, moral, social & cultural development & British values through RE
Religious Education provides opportunities to promote spiritual development through: 
· discussing and reflecting on key questions of meaning and truth such as the  origins of the universe, life after death, good and evil, beliefs about God and values such as justice, honesty and truth. 

· learning about and reflecting on important concepts, experiences and beliefs that are at the heart of religious and other traditions and practices. 

· considering how beliefs and concepts in religion may be expressed through the creative and expressive arts and related to the human and natural sciences, thereby contributing to personal and communal identity. 

· considering how religions and other world views perceive the value of human beings, and their relationships with one another, with the natural world and with God. 

· valuing relationships and developing a sense of belonging. 
· developing their own views and ideas on religious and spiritual issues. 
· reflecting on personal beliefs which form a perspective of life with respect to different faiths. 

Religious Education provides opportunities to promote moral development through: 
· enhancing the values identified within the National Curriculum, particularly valuing diversity and engaging in issues of truth, justice and trust. 

· exploring the influence of family, friends and media on moral choices and how society is influenced by beliefs, teachings, sacred texts and guidance from religious leaders. 

· considering what is of ultimate value to pupils and believers through studying the key beliefs and teachings from religion and philosophy about values and ethical codes of practice and in so doing understanding and appreciating the viewpoints of others. 

· studying a range of ethical issues, including those that focus on justice, to promote racial and religious tolerance and personal integrity and in so doing respect the civil and criminal law of England. 
· considering the importance of rights and responsibilities and developing a sense of conscience.

Religious Education provides opportunities to promote social development through: 
· considering how religious and other beliefs lead to particular actions and concerns. 
·  investigating social issues from religious perspectives, recognising the diversity of viewpoints within and between religions as well as the common ground between religions. 

· articulating pupils’ own and others’ ideas on a range of contemporary social issues. 
· acceptance and engagement with the British values of democracy; rule of law; individual liberty; mutual respect and tolerance in relation to those of different faiths and beliefs. 

Religious Education provides opportunities to promote cultural development through: 
· encountering people, literature, the creative and expressive arts and resources from differing cultures. 

· considering the relationship between religion and cultures and how religions and beliefs contribute to cultural identity and practices. 

· promoting racial and interfaith harmony and respect for all, combating prejudice and discrimination, contributing positively to community cohesion and promoting awareness of how interfaith cooperation can support the pursuit of the common good. 

Teaching Methods

In the classroom, RE will be taught as a separate subject and also as part of cross curricular teaching as RE may be explored through everyday life, discussion, drama and music, art and writing.
Our aim is for children to see RE as relevant to all aspects of life. [image: image3.jpg]
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KS1 and KS2 pupils will have individual RE notebooks which will record their experiences and thinking. 
Several times a year, the school unites in a church service at St John's Church, Doddington. The children are encouraged to produce original poetry, prose or art for the occasion, as well as to participate in the services, including choosing and playing the music, where possible.
Display

Each class display will include an RE area and a reflective/thought-provoking/prayer area. These displays will be monitored by the RE coordinator. 
Displays should provide opportunities to celebrate the children’s learning, ask thought provoking questions and should maintain the whole school “Church School distinctiveness” .  Displays will be overseen by the RE co-ordinator and monitored by the Diocesan governor appointed in the Vicar’s place, Mrs Jan Morgan. 
Equal Opportunities

Pupils are encouraged to study both their culture and other cultures so that their tolerance and understanding of others is increased.

They are encouraged to consider the role of men and women.

Special Needs Provision

Teachers support children with learning difficulties and extend the more able by providing differentiated tasks. 

Religious Education can make a significant contribution to inclusion, particularly in its focus on promoting respect for all. 

The ‘Non-Statutory Guidance for Religious Education’, (DCSF 2004) and ‘RE in English Schools’ (2010) reports contained many references to the role of Religious Education in challenging stereotypical views and appreciating, positively, differences in others. Religious Education enables all pupils to consider the impact of people’s beliefs on their own actions and lifestyle and can develop pupils’ self-esteem. 

Effective inclusion involves teaching a lively, stimulating Religious Education curriculum that: 
· builds on and is enriched by the differing experiences pupils bring to Religious Education. 

· meets all pupils’ learning needs including those with learning difficulties or who are gifted and talented, boys and girls, pupils for whom English is an additional language, pupils from all religious communities and pupils from a wide range of ethnic groups and diverse family backgrounds. 

To overcome any potential barriers to learning in Religious Education, some pupils may require: 
· support to access text, such as through prepared recordings, particularly when working with significant quantities of written materials or at speed. 

· help to communicate their ideas through methods other than extended writing, where this is a requirement. For example, pupils may demonstrate their understanding through speech or the use of ICT. 

· a non-visual way of accessing sources of information when undertaking research in aspects of Religious Education, for example using audio materials. 

Assessment and Reporting
As of September 2017, the LONG TERM PLAN for RELIGIOUS EDUCATION in Chester Diocese Primary Schools uses emerging, expected and exceeding as progress assessment against the ‘Expected  Outcomes’ (‘I can’ statements). The Expected Outcomes are assessed at three key stages within primary school:  End of KS1, End of Lower KS2 and End of Upper KS2. 

Teachers should report on pupil’s progression in religious education at least once a year.
Links with other Curriculum Areas

RE is linked with other areas of the curriculum throughout the year. The moral aspect of this subject can be applied to the way children work or behave in all lessons and situations within the school. 
RE teaching and learning will be the means to many wider cross-curricular themes and dimensions.

There are clearly very special opportunities to explore multicultural and equal opportunities issues and a consideration of the environment.  Moral questions will be raised and pupils will develop a sense of citizenship through many aspects of the explicit RE curriculum.  Links will be made with people and communities within the locality.

Children’s skills in speaking and listening and literacy will be enhanced. Problem-solving, decision-making and interpersonal skills will be developed.

Home School Links

Parents are invited to join us in our church services. They are encouraged to reinforce the moral values which the school promotes.

Support Services

Local Authority Advisory staff
Rev Canon Helen Chantry Rev Rachel Griffiths
Diocesan staff

Curriculum Leader Role
· Keeping up to date on pupil’s attainment and progress in RE

· Monitoring the quality of teaching in RE across the school

· Developing staff subject knowledge

· Monitoring of teaching and learning in RE

· Buying and storing RE resources for staff to use

· Developing the curriculum in RE 

· Keeping up to date with changes to RE Agreed Syllabus and current initiatives, keeping staff up to date

Resources

Set of Good News Bible

Various bibles

Assorted books

Artefacts from Christianity

Artefacts from other religions

Cheshire Agreed Syllabus ( 2016)

Chester Diocese Agreed RE Syllabus  / Long Term Plan for Religious Education in Chester Diocese Primary Schools 
St John’s Church, Doddington and St Chad’s Church, Wybunbury 
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Updated Septemebr 2017 following whole school review of RE by RE co-ordinator, input from Caroline Middleton (RE co-ordinator, Acton / Calverley  Primary Schools) and Diocesan governor
