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	Week One- 
Bonfire Night & Light
Focus Question: Can I talk about special times, including festivals
Author of the Month- Oliver Jeffers
	Circle time: “How can we keep safe on Bonfire Night?” Share experiences of celebrations and being with family.

Family traditions- how do you celebrate?

	Discuss what happens on Bonfire Night; talk about sounds, lights, and safety rules. Listen to and recall the story A Star in a Jar.
	Gross motor: make big sweeping firework shapes with ribbons. Fine motor: sprinkle glitter, tear coloured paper for fireworks.
Threading beads on pipe cleaners like fireworks


	Draw and label fireworks; write or dictate firework sounds (e.g., “pop,” “bang”). 

Jump In
 A Star in a Jar.
	Count and sort coloured stars; create repeating firework patterns; shape rockets using 2D shapes.

NCETM Week 6
	Learn about why Bonfire Night is celebrated. Talk about night and day and why it gets dark. Fire safety discussion.
	Firework art with paint splatters and glitter. Build a pretend bonfire in the small world area. Sing “Remember, Remember” and Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.

DT- Hinges and Catches 

	Week Two-
Investigating Melting and Freezing
Focus Question: Can I investigate the process of melting and freezing?

	Work cooperatively in small groups to test ideas; take turns during experiments.
	Use descriptive language to talk about how ice feels and changes. Discuss predictions (“What do you think will happen if we leave it in the sun?”).
	Fine motor: chip away at ice using spoons and droppers. Gross motor: carry and pour water in outdoor play.
	Write simple experiment labels: “Ice,” “Water,” “Melting.” Read nonfiction books about water and ice. Read Lost and Found. 

Look 
A Star in a Jar
	Measure how long it takes ice to melt; compare sizes of ice blocks; sequence pictures of melting stages.

NCETM Week 7
	Conduct ice experiments: freeze small toys/stars and observe changes. Talk about temperature and seasons.
	Create “Frozen Stars” by painting with ice cubes; use shiny paper to make ice scenes. Sing Five Little Snowflakes.
Make sock penguins. 

DT- Hinges and Catches

	Week Three-
Seasonal Changes
Focus Question: Can I explore the changes in the season throughout the year?
Can I explore weather changes through winter?

	Discuss favourite seasons and feelings about change. Share seasonal stories and work collaboratively on displays.
	Talk about what happens in autumn and winter. 

Describe weather using rich vocabulary.
	Dress dolls/teddies for cold weather.
	Create class “Season Books” with drawings and dictated captions. Read The Snow Thief.

Create simple weather diaries; write “weather words”

Plan/Write
A Star in a Jar
	Measure rainfall in containers; chart sunny/rainy days; count snowflakes or clouds on cards.

NCETM Week 8
	Explore real weather tools—thermometer, rain gauge, wind sock. Discuss what animals do in winter.
Clay hedgehogs. Learn about hibernation. 
	Make snowflakes from folded paper; create rainmaker instruments; paint frosty window scenes.

DT- Hinges and Catches

	Week Four-
Exploring Materials
Focus Question: Can I explore different materials using appropriate language?




	Share materials and ideas respectfully during investigations; take turns at the sensory table.
	Use sensory vocabulary to describe materials: soft, shiny, bumpy, rough. Discuss what materials make a good “star jar.”
	Fine motor: cut and stick materials to make stars. Gross motor: build with large cardboard boxes.
	Label materials; write descriptive lists (“My star is shiny and smooth”). 
Story link: reread A Star in a Jar focusing on the jar itself.
Read How to Catch a Star.
Plan/Write
A Star in a Jar
	Sort and classify materials by size, shape, or texture. Compare lengths of ribbons and fabrics.

NCETM Week 9
	Investigate which materials sink or float. Talk about recycling and where materials come from.
	Create textured stars; collage using mixed materials ad clay; decorate jars with transparent and opaque paper.

DT- Hinges and Catches

	Week Five-
Exploring Space and the Planets
Focus Question: Can I explore space and the planets?


	Work together to build a rocket or space scene. Talk about curiosity and discovery.
	Talk about the planets, moon, and stars. Use space-themed vocabulary: orbit, astronaut, rocket.

Read Aliens Love Underpants


	Gross motor: “astronaut training” obstacle course. Fine motor: wrap foil stars, use tweezers to pick up “moon rocks.”
	Create “My Trip to Space” storybooks. Read Whatever Next! and retell using props.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Read The Way Back Home.

Jump In/Look
A Star in a Jar
	Count stars and planets; order planets by size; make simple space patterns.

NCETM Week 10
	Learn basic facts about planets and space. Use torches to explore light and shadow as “sunlight.”
	Paint Starry Night inspired pictures. Create rockets from junk modelling. Sing Zoom, Zoom, Zoom, We’re Going to the Moon.

DT- Hinges and Catches

	Week Six-
Getting Ready for Christmas
Focus Question: Can I prepare for Christmas by helping others and giving gifts?

	Discuss kindness and giving; create a “Kindness Advent Calendar” for the classroom. Work together wrapping gifts and writing cards.
	Talk about what happens at Christmas. Role-play conversations in Santa’s Workshop. Listen to The Jolly Christmas Postman and discuss how the characters feel.


	Fine motor: cutting, folding, taping at the wrapping station. Gross motor: carrying and delivering “presents” in Santa’s sleigh obstacle course.
	Write simple labels and tags (“To… From…”). Read and sequence the story The Jolly Christmas Postman. Create class post box for letters and cards.

Plan/Write
A Star in a Jar

	Weigh and measure parcels at the wrapping station. Count and sort “gifts.” Explore shapes in wrapping paper patterns.

Consolidation
SSM
	Learn about how Christmas is celebrated in different countries. Talk about postal systems and how gifts travel.
	Create wrapping paper with stamps and rollers. Make Christmas cards with collage materials. Sing festive songs and role-play Santa’s Workshop.

DT- Hinges and Catches

	Week Seven-
Letters to Santa & Christmas Celebrations
Focus Question: Can I share my hopes and wishes for Christmas and celebrate together?
	Talk about gratitude and sharing. Celebrate achievements from the term during a “Star Celebration.”
	Share what children might write in their letters to Santa; discuss hopes and wishes. Listen to The Night Before Christmas.
	Fine motor: write and decorate letters to Santa. Gross motor: deliver mail around the playground post route.
	Write letters to Santa using modelled writing and mark-making. Post letters in class post box or take to the local post office. Read Christmas poems and songs.

Plan/Write
A Star in a Jar
	Countdown to Christmas using a number line calendar. Match parcels by size and weight. Use positional language (under the tree, beside the fireplace).

Consolidation
SSM
	Talk about the story of Christmas and the importance of giving. 
Learn about reindeer, North Pole, and winter habitats.
	Create Santa hats, reindeer masks, or Christmas tree decorations. Perform Christmas songs and rhymes. Recreate a Nativity scene with small-world play.
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