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Introduction:

Assessment is viewed as essential to, and an integral part of, effective teaching and learning. The purpose of assessment is to provide information to enable teachers to decide upon the next steps for children to take in order to make the best possible progress. This is assessment for learning, and supports the learning process in the short, medium and long term. The product of assessments and records of children’s attainment and achievement over time form an essential part of the school self evaluation process.
           This policy has been produced based on recommendations in the Final Report of the Commission on 
           Assessment without Levels (Sep2015) and in line with the ‘Purposes and Principles of Assessment      

           without Levels’. 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/commission-on-assessment-without-levels-finalreport) 
Through assessment, we aim:
· To gather a range of information about the performance of individuals, groups of pupils, cohorts, phases, key stages and whole school information so that it can be used to inform target setting at a range of levels and provide high teaching and learning for our pupils.
· To gather information to inform teachers as to what should be taught next for all children to succeed
· To ensure that assessment, recording and reporting is an integral part of the performance management system.
· To provide information to inform the school’s self evaluation process that will then be built into the school’s SID
· To track the individual progress of every child
. 
We ensure our assessment procedures are:
· fit for their intended purpose

· used to focus on monitoring and supporting children’s progress, attainment and wider outcomes.

· reliable and free from bias and used to inform teaching and learning. 

· informative and allow productive conversations with pupils and parents to take place

· supportive for our pupils to take responsibility for their own learning

· minimal in terms of additional workload required
Assessment will be used in the following ways:

· Formative (ongoing assessment) – marking, observations, discussions which may affect the next learning experience.
· Diagnostic – finding out what attitudes, knowledge, understanding and/or skills are not properly embedded or acquired and are therefore preventing pupils making the expected progress across the subject area.

· Evaluative – informing the strategic planning and direction of the whole school by evaluating the impact of planning, teaching and the curriculum on pupils’ achievements.
· Summative – systematic recording of information which provides a summary of where the pupils are working at a point in time. This is an essential tool for identifying progress over sustained periods of time.
Assessment throughout the school.
Foundation Stage: 

Within the first two weeks of school, there is a baseline assessment which enables a profile of a child to be made. After this point, all pupils are continuously assessed which informs the final judgement in all 7 areas and 13 strands of the curriculum.  The children are tracked progressing through the development matters programme before transferring onto the ELGs (Early Learning Goals). The children will receive either an emerging, expected or exceeding outcome for all areas at the end of the year. 

Statutory Assessments:

Year 1:

Pupils in year 1 will sit a phonics screening test in June in which they endeavor to meet the externally set national standard. 
Year 2:
From Year 2 all pupils sit formal tests once a year in reading, spelling and grammar and mathematics.
The results of tests are used to support the teacher assessments that are ongoing throughout the year. Additionally, teacher assessment of writing and science is mandatory.
Year 6:

Year 6 pupils sit formal tests in reading, spelling and grammar and mathematics. Science sampling could also be administered within randomly selected schools. These tests are externally marked and will provide a scaled score as an outcome following a raw score conversion. 
In-school Assessments Year 1-6

The children will also sit a termly test for reading and mathematics. These tests will provide a standardized score, an age standardized score, a reading and maths age and a hodder progress score.

All other judgements are based on teacher assessment of the relevant year group curriculum objectives for each national curriculum subject. 

In reading, from Year 3 onwards, children will also undertake STAR assessments each half term to track their reading progress and set new targets/book levels.

Assessment Procedures from September 2017
How will we operate the system?

· Every child will have the age related targets which the teachers will monitor on a tracking grid.
· At least each half term ALL staff, in consultation with TAs where relevant, will highlight the achieved target.  

· Each statement will be highlighted ONLY after you have seen the child complete it independently. 

· At each progress meeting, you will fetch a sample of books for the requested children to demonstrate where statements have been met and show the target card up to date. 

· Progress will be mapped termly and the expectation is a child will attain at least 75% of the targets taught in the Autumn and Spring term as some targets run throughout the academic year. 
· As there are many statements on each grid, in order for the children to have a focus it is important that there is a weekly target for maths and reading and writing. 

· These will be differentiated and hung on your working walls. These will be differentiated at least 3 ways but could be more when needed. Groups should be fluid. The targets must be shared with the children at the beginning of the week and the expectation is that they can share their target with anyone who asks.

· The weekly targets should link to what is being taught that week, so can be set when planning.

Monitoring and evaluation:

The Headteacher and SLT (Senior Leadership team) will ensure this policy is implemented consistently throughout the school using strategies such as discussion with teachers at half termly progress meetings, pupils and parents/carers, sampling pupil records and reports and sampling teacher’s planning and assessment records. 
All assessment data is stored on the staff area and in an assessment file. This enables teachers and subject leaders to gain access to the wealth of data as and when required.
As a result of good assessments procedures:

Teachers will know:
· Where the pupils are starting from.

· Whether the class overall learned what was planned and taught
· Whether children are making sufficient progress in order to close the gap and reach national expectations
· Whether the pupils are making the progress expected to reach their challenging targets
· Whether pupils are applying their skills, knowledge and understanding across the curriculum
· Which pupils need more support and in which areas
· Whether planned activities are well resourced and staff are fully utilised to impact upon the progress that children make
· How the teaching can be modified and improved in the future
The SLT will know:
· If pupils are making the progress required for them to reach or exceed their targets
· Whether the progress of the children in the school is in line with the school targets set How the schools compare with other schools nationally
· What aspects of teaching and the curriculum need to be developed and strengthened to meet the needs of all children
Parents and carers will know:
· How much progress their child is making.

· If the school has any particular concerns about their child.

· What they can do to help their child to make progress.

· Whether the attainment of their child is in line, below or above the expected level for their age.

The Governing body and the LA will know:
· How the schools are performing in terms of progress/attainment and narrowing the gap in relation to national expectations.

· Attainment in the school in terms of scaled scores and teacher assessments at the end of KS1 and KS2.

· How the schools compare with similar schools, and other local schools.
Reporting to parents

We have a range of strategies that keep parents fully informed of their child’s progress in school. We encourage parents to contact the school if they have concerns about any aspect of their child’s work. 

During the Autumn Term and again in the Spring Term, we hold a formal Parents’ Evening whereby a fifteen minute appointment is made for parents and pupils to set targets and next steps for pupils and discuss progress. At the second meeting of the year we evaluate their child’s progress in the context of these targets. In the Summer Term we write a report for parents. This includes the targets identified for the next school year.  We write individual comments on all subjects of the National Curriculum and on Religious Education. Parents are then welcome to meet with the classteacher on an open evening following the distribution of the report.
All parents will receive a termly progress profile of their child based on their coverage of age related objectives and additionally the termly test statistics for reading and maths. 
Feedback to pupils

We believe that feedback to pupils is very important, as it tells them how well they have done and what they need to do next in order to improve their work. We have an agreed policy for marking, as this ensures that we all mark consistently across the school.
This policy was reviewed on the: 

It was approved by Governors on the:

Signed: 

